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THE SLAVE TRADE IN LIBYA
Overview
Taken from Casey Quackenbush, TIME

A video of men appearing to be sold at auction in Libya for $400 shocked the world and focused 
international attention on the exploitation of migrants and refugees the north African country. The 
grainy undercover video appears to show smugglers selling off a dozen men outside of the capital 
city Tripoli.

“Does anybody need a digger? This is a digger, a big strong man, he’ll dig,” said an auction-
eer, according to CNN. “What am I bid, what am I bid?”

The footage and subsequent investigation conducted by CNN in November 2017 rallied European 
and African leaders to take action to stop the abuses. The CNN report drew attention to an issue 
that aid and migrant groups say has gone on for years. On November 29th 2017, the leaders of Lib-
ya, France, Germany, Chad and Niger and four other countries agreed on a plan to evacuate thou-
sands of migrants stuck in Libyan detention camps.

Background Information & History
Taken from Casey Quackenbush, TIME

The Origins of Libya’s Slave Trade
Libya is the main transit point for refugees and migrants trying to reach Europe by sea. In each of the 
last three years, 150,000 people have made the dangerous crossing across the Mediterranean Sea 
from Libya. For four years in a row, 3,000 refugees have died while attempting the journey, according 
to figures from the International Organization for Migration (IOM), the U.N.’s migration agency.
The Libyan Coast Guard — supported with funds and resources from the E.U. and more specifical-
ly, Italy — has cracked down on boats smuggling refugees and migrants to Europe. With estimates 
of 400,000 to almost one million people now bottled up Libya, detention centers are overrun and 
there are mounting reports of robbery, rape, and murder among migrants, according to a September 
report by the U.N. human rights agency. Conditions in the centers have been described as “horrific,” 
and among other abuses, migrants are vulnerable to being sold off as laborers in slave auctions.
“It’s a total extortion machine,” Lenard Doyle, Director of Media and Communications for the IOM in 
Geneva tells TIME. “Fueled by the absolute rush of migrants through Libya thinking they can get out 
of poverty, following a dream that doesn’t exist.”

The IOM said in April that it had documented reports of “slave markets” along the migrant routes in 
North Africa “tormenting hundreds of young African men bound for Libya.”
“There they become commodities to be bought, sold and discarded when they have no more value,” 
Doyle said in the April statement.

Libya’s Response to the Crisis
According to CNN, the U.N.-backed Libyan government has launched a formal investigation into 
the allegations. But Libya is largely considered a failed state. Since Muammar Gaddafi, who ran the 
country for four decades, was ousted in 2011, the country has descended into civil war. A transi-
tional government failed to implement rule of law in the country, which has splintered into several 
factions of militias, tribes, and gangs. In lawless Libya, many see the slave trade and smuggling as a 
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lucrative industry. Many argue that tackling the country’s humanitarian crisis will require international 
assistance.

On November 30th, 2017, Libya reached a deal with E.U. and African leaders to allow the emergen-
cy repatriation of refugees and migrants facing abuse in its detention centers. The government also 
agreed to open a transit center for vulnerable refugees after months of negotiations, according to 
Reuters. The center is intended to safely house people before they are resettled or sent to a third 
country.

The International Community’s Response to the Crisis
Following the publication of the video, there was outcry from all corners of the globe, with some 
nations recalling their ambassadors from Libya. Protesters rallied outside Libyan embassies across 
Africa and in Europe.

On November 30th, African and European leaders met at a summit in the Ivory Coast and agreed on 
an urgent evacuation plan that would see about 15,000 people flown out of Libya. Most of the mi-
grants will be sent back to their home countries. Speaking at the summit, French President Emman-
uel Macron, called the abuse “a crime against humanity” and vowed the summit members would 
“launch concrete military and policing action on the ground to dismantle those networks,” according 
to the Guardian. The deal also included initiatives to target traffickers, including setting up a task 
force to dismantle trafficking networks, the BBC reports.

Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari expressed shock at how his compatriots were being treated 
“like goats.” On Wednesday, 242 Nigerian migrants were flown out of Libya back to Nigeria.
The day before, the U.N. Security Council held an emergency meeting and said it would be “step-
ping up its work” to stop the abuses. However, the U.N refugee agency said it faces “dramatic” 
funding gaps, especially for its operations in sub-Saharan Africa. “Slavery and other such egregious 
abuses of human rights have no place in the 21st century,” U.N. Secretary-General António Guterres 
said.

Since 2015, the IOM has repatriated 13,000 people from Libya under a voluntary program. But 
Doyle, the IOM spokesperson, says more needs to be done to stop migration at its core, particularly 
from tech companies who own online platforms where traffickers can falsely lure people into paying 
smugglers.

“They’re being completely misled into thinking that’s a happy future for them and being misled thor-
ough social media,” he tells TIME.

Earlier this week, the foreign ministry of Rwanda said it would extend asylum to 30,000 mainly 
sub-Saharan Africans stuck in Libya. “Given our own history … we cannot remain silent when human 
beings are being mistreated and auctioned off like cattle,” the foreign ministry said.

U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. Nikki Haley condemned the abuses, saying: “To see the pictures of 
these men being treated like cattle, and to hear the auctioneer describe them as, quote, ‘big strong 
boys for farm work,’ should shock the conscience of us all.”

“There are few greater violations of human rights and human dignity than this.”
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Current Conflict
Taken from CNN

Libya’s Slave Trade: A Timeline of Events

October 2017
A CNN team travels to Libya and witnesses a dozen men auctioned -- some for as little as $400 
each. The crew is also told of auctions taking place at nine locations in the country.

November 14th, 2017
CNN publishes an exclusive report exposing how migrants are being sold by smugglers. In addition 
to alerting the Libyan authorities, CNN hands over footage as evidence to the International Criminal 
Court. 

November 17th, 2017
Libya opens an investigation into slave markets operating in the country following CNN’s exclusive 
report. The probe is being overseen by the government’s Anti-Illegal Immigration Agency. The In-
ternational Organization for Migration (IOM), an intergovernmental organization based in Geneva 
that focuses on managing migration, welcomes Libya’s investigation but warns that “the smuggling 
networks are becoming stronger, more organized and better equipped.”

November 19th, 2017
Protesters gather near the Libyan Embassy in central Paris to denounce the slave auctions and urge 
authorities to act quickly. Later that day, soccer star Paul Pogba celebrates his goal for Manchester 
United with a handcuff gesture highlighting the plight of migrants in Libya.

November 20th, 2017
Alpha Conde, president of the African Union, and Federica Mogherini, the European Union’s foreign 
policy chief, pledge in a joint news release to assist Libya in swiftly combating the issue of human 
traffickers.
UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres says he is “horrified” by the reports of African migrants sold 
as slaves. He says the footage demonstrates some of “the most egregious abuses of human rights” 
and may amount to crimes against humanity.

November 21st, 2017
The UN-backed Libyan Government of National Accord, or GNA, say they are keen to address vio-
lations against illegal immigrants but argued that the international community -- and countries from 
which migrants travel -- should also take responsibility.
A Nigerian official tells CNN that repatriation of migrants from Libya is not a straightforward proce-
dure before adding that the Nigerian government is working with authorities in Libya and the IOM to 
speed up the process.

November 22nd, 2017
France’s President Emmanuel Macron calls the practice of selling migrants as slaves “a crime 
against humanity” and vows to press for sanctions. France calls for an “urgent” meeting of the UN 
Security Council to discuss this treatment of migrants in Libya, Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian 
says. Diplomats at a UN Security Council meeting on human trafficking call for an investigation that 
would hold the perpetrators of slave auctions in Libya accountable. The council also adopts a reso-
lution designed to clamp down on human trafficking and slavery.
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Spain’s foreign ministry expresses its “deep concern” over CNN’s report. Spain urges Libya to follow 
the UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and its protocol on human trafficking, the 
Spanish Foreign Ministry posts on its official Twitter account.

November 23rd, 2017
African Union chairman Moussa Faki Mahamat tells CNN the situation in Libya is a “shared respon-
sibility” that stems from the ensuing chaos after Moammar Gadhafi was ousted. He says that an AU 
representative has been sent to Libya to see what measures should be taken. Mahamat says he has 
asked the African commission on human rights to open an investigation so “concrete steps (can) be 
taken.”

November 30th, 2017
Taken from Max Bearak, The Washington Post 
African and European leaders concluded a summit in the Ivory Coast that was meant to focus on 
economic cooperation but was largely overshadowed by furor over the ongoing exploitation of Afri-
can migrants en route to Europe in Libya.
The leaders of Libya, France, Germany, Chad, Niger and four other countries agreed to attempt a 
massive and imminent evacuation of migrants who are trapped in the camps. Most would be taken 
back to their home countries, according to the agreement. A night earlier, Libyan authorities in con-
junction with the United Nations’ refugee agency flew 240 Nigerians back to their country of origin.
One of the African Union’s top officials, Moussa Faki Mahamat, told the gathered leaders that by his 
organization’s estimates, there could be anywhere between 400,000 to 700,000 African migrants 
stuck in Libya against their will. The plans drafted Wednesday indicate that the first evacuation push 
will target 3,800 migrants.

Libya’s Dark Web of Collusion

The following is a report published by Amnesty International, available here. Testable material for 
Regionals will include the following sections:

• Executive Summary
• Background (page 12 to Amid Lawlessness, Smuggling Thrives)

Testable material for Nationals will include all of the above, including the following sections:
• Background (Thriving Smuggling Routes: A Tale of Three Cities to page 18)
• Conclusions and Recommendations

https://www.amnesty.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/EMBARGOED-12-December-2017-Report-Libyas-Dark-Web-of-Collusion-1.pdf
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THE CRISIS IN VENEZUELA

Overview
Taken from Crisis Group 

Venezuela faces a major political, economic and social crisis, with hyperinflation, acute scarcity of 
food, medicine and other basic goods and one of the world’s highest murder rates. The opposition 
has been staging widespread protests against the increasingly totalitarian policies enacted by Madu-
ro’s government. Dozens of demonstrators have been killed. The July 2017 election of an all-power-
ful Constituent Assembly closed down almost all remaining democratic spaces, sparking widespread 
condemnation in the region and around the world.

Taken from AL JAZEERA NEWS 
Caracas, the capital of Venezuela, saw almost daily demonstrations from April to June, some of 
which turned violent. The opposition accuses President Nicolas Maduro of moving towards a dicta-
torship, and want him to resign. But Maduro says the opposition is conspiring with foreign entities, 
specifically the United States, to destabilise the country.

Background Information & History
Taken from AL JAZEERA NEWS 

A series of events heightened tensions between the government and opposition, leading up to the 
widespread anti-government street protests of 2017:
Legislators election suspended. In January 2016, the Supreme Court suspended the election of four 
legislators - three that were enrolled with the opposition and one with the ruling party - for alleged 
voting irregularities.

The opposition accused the court of trying to strip them of their super-majority, and went ahead and 
swore in three of the legislators in question. Supreme Court takes over the National Assembly. In 
response, the Supreme Court ruled that the entire National Assembly was in contempt and all deci-
sions it made would be null.

The deadlock continued when the court suspended a stay-or-go referendum against Maduro and 
postponed regional elections until 2017.

After the National Assembly refused to approve the country’s state-run oil company, PDVSA, from 
forming joint ventures with private companies, the Supreme Court ruled on March 30 2017 that it will 
take over the Congress’ legislative powers.

Protests start. On the next day, protesters in Caracas took to the streets to protest the court’s take-
over the National assembly.

The court quickly reversed its decision on April 1, but street protests continued on an almost daily 
basis for over three months with regular clashes exchanges of rocks and tear gas between young 
protesters and National Guard troops. Demonstrators also protested hyperinflation and shortages of 
food and medicines in the country.
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Taken from THE CONVERSATION 
For months, those huge daily marches seemed to be shifting the balance of power between the 
Maduro government and the resistance. But by October, the opposition – an alliance of numerous 
parties that began working together in 2008 to counterbalance Hugo Chávez’s regime – had been all 
but crushed.

Despite the opposition’s 75 percent approval rating, on Oct. 15 its candidates lost 17 of 23 gover-
nors races to candidates from Maduro’s Socialist Party. This stunning defeat showed that partici-
pating in the gubernatorial elections had been a critical strategic misstep, says Prof. Marcos More-
no-Aponte of St. Mary’s College California.

Many analysts expected the opposition to boycott them, Moreno-Aponte says. Domestic and in-
ternational observers, including the U.S. State Department, believed that the regime’s control over 
electoral agencies would “make free and fair elections impossible.” The opposition emerged from its 
loss on Oct. 15 profoundly divided, disheartened and quite possibly defeated.

Maduro’s triumph in October was a blow to democracy, but not a surprising one, reckons politi-
cal analyst Benigno Alarcón of the Andres Bello Catholic University, in Caracas. The regime spent 
months – during which it refused to hold any elections– preparing a strategy for winning at the polls, 
he says. Maduro’s success on Oct. 15 derived from two carefully deployed tactics, says Alarcón: 
“Suppressing turnout among opposition voters and using pork-barrel incentives to motivate his own 
base.”

Dirty tricks included keeping candidates who’d withdrawn from the governor’s race on the ballot and 
relocating voting centers in opposition-dominated areas into high-crime neighborhoods. Govern-
ment operatives also spread fake news about supposedly successful negotiations with opposition 
parties, stoking doubt among the many Venezuelans who oppose engagement with Maduro’s au-
thoritarian regime. “In other words,” assesses Alarcón, Maduro’s electoral strategy was “less about 
winning democratic legitimacy” than about “ensuring that his opponents los[t] it.”

Maduro reprised that winning strategy in the country’s mayoral elections in December, which were 
boycotted by the opposition. The fact that Socialist Party candidates won 300 of 339 mayoral rac-
es on December 10 2017 thus shouldn’t be misinterpreted as voter support for Maduro’s regime, 
Alarcón cautions. Maduro’s approval ratings are still about 20 percent.

“The vast majority of Venezuelans want a change in government,” he says, adding that Maduro also 
faces opposition within his own Socialist Party. Still, hope for regime change is dimming. In addition 
to using dirty tricks, Maduro has effectively been buying votes, handing out benefits like food and 
medicine in exchange for loyalty to the regime. In late November 2017, the president announced he 
would run for reelection in 2018. It’s unclear who can stop him. 

On December 10, President Nicolas Maduro announced that the opposition parties that boycotted 
the latest municipal elections were no longer part of the political landscape and would not be able to 
participate in presidential elections.
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Current Conflict
Taken from AL JAZEERA NEWS 

In an ongoing economic and political crisis, Venezuela faces a number of growing issues.

Hyperinflation
Venezuela’s inflation rate, which has been over 50 percent since 2014, reached 536.2 percent in 
2017 largely due to the rapid depreciation of the local currency on the black market, the opposi-
tion-controlled National Assembly said on October.
The International Monetary Fund estimates that inflation will reach 2,068.5 percent by 2018. 

Economic war
The government says it is the victim of an “economic war”, including speculation and hoarding, by 
pro-opposition businessmen. Venezuela’s currency has weakened sharply on the black market.

Food shortages
The government controls the price of basic goods, but the black market still has a powerful influence 
on prices. Prices on basic goods can change in a matter of days, causing severe food shortages.
The often leads to food shortage which reflects in the long lines of people inside and outside super-
markets and the attempts to cross the border with Colombia to buy basic goods.

Oil output
Venezuela’s oil production, which has been falling by about 20,000 barrels per day (bpd) since last 
year, is on track to fall by at least 250,000 bpd in 2017. 

Refinancing its debt
However, the country’s President Nicolas Maduro has dismissed the possibility of a default, adding 
that Venezuela would instead work on refinancing and restructuring its foreign debt.

Health assistance
The economic crisis is also hitting Venezuela’s public health system the hardest. In the country’s 
public hospitals, medicine and equipment are increasingly not available.
“Most of the time patients die because their families are out of the hospital looking for the treatments 
and they don’t come at a time we can use the treatment, when they bring the treatment, the patient’s 
already dying,” Orfram Moreno, a doctor working in a public hospital in Merida told Al Jazeera.

Crime and poverty
Crime and violence are also widespread. In 2016, 27,479 people were killed - an all-time high - ac-
cording to the independent group the Venezuelan Violence Observatory.
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Key Figures

Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro
Taken from Britannica 

Nicolás Maduro, in full Nicolás Maduro Moros, (born November 23, 1962, Caracas, Venezuela) is a 
Venezuelan politician and labour leader who won the special election held in April 2013 to choose a 
president to serve out the remainder of the term of Pres. Hugo Chávez, who had died in March. After 
serving as vice president (October 2012–March 2013), Maduro became the interim president follow-
ing Chávez’s death. A zealous proponent of chavismo (the political system and ideology established 
by Chávez), Maduro was the candidate of the United Socialist Party of Venezuela (Partido Socialista 
Unido de Venezuela; PSUV) in the special election.

Taken from BBC 
Venezuela is split into Chavistas, the name given to the followers of the socialist policies of the late 
President Hugo Chavez, and those who cannot wait to see an end to the 18 years in power of his 
United Socialist Party (PSUV). After the socialist leader died in 2013, Nicolas Maduro, also of the 
PSUV, was elected president on a promise to continue Mr Chavez’s policies. Chavistas praise the 
two men for using Venezuela’s oil riches to markedly reduce inequality and for lifting many Venezue-
lans out of poverty. But the opposition says that since the PSUV came to power in 1999, the socialist 
party has eroded Venezuela’s democratic institutions and mismanaged its economy. Chavistas in 
turn accuse the opposition of being elitist and of exploiting poor Venezuelans to increase their own 
riches. They also allege that opposition leaders are in the pay of the United States, a country with 
which Venezuela has had fraught relations in recent years.

President Maduro has proven less popular than his predecessor. He has not been able to inspire 
Chavistas in the same way his predecessor did. His government has furthermore been hampered 
by falling oil prices. Oil accounts for about 95% of Venezuela’s export revenues and was used to 
finance some of the government’s generous social programmes which, according to official figures, 
have provided more than one million poor Venezuelans with homes. The lack of oil revenue has 
forced the government to curtail its social programmes, leading to an erosion of support among its 
core backers.

The Opposition
Taken from Deutsche Welle 

Venezuela’s opposition is huddled around the Democratic Unity Round Table (MUD). Launched in 
2009, the motley umbrella group is composed of about 20 parties from the center-left, left, center 
and right-wing.

MUD took control of the National Assembly for the first time in January 2016, after elections the pre-
vious month brought the alliance 112 seats in the 167-seat body. Four parties - Democratic Action, 
Justice First, New Era and Popular Will – are the largest within MUD with 90 of the bloc’s 112 seats. 
The MUD also holds governor and mayoral positions.
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Taken from BBC 

They have four key demands:

• Removal from office of the Supreme Court justices who issued the 29 March ruling
• General elections in 2017
• Creation of a “humanitarian channel” to allow medication to be imported to counter the se-

vere shortages in Venezuela
• Release of all the “political prisoners”

Not willing to give in to the opposition’s demand for early presidential elections, President Maduro 
chose to announce the creation of a constituent assembly. Maduro says the opposition is trying to 
illegally overthrow his elected government and blames the country’s problems on an “economic war” 
being waged against him. He argues that a new constitution will “neutralise” the opposition and de-
feat “coup-plotters” and thereby promote peace in Venezuela.

Opposition leaders have denounced the move as an attempt by President Maduro to maximise his 
power and cling on to it for longer. They argue that the process of setting up a constituent assem-
bly and drawing up a new constitution would almost certainly mean that regional elections due to 
be held this year and presidential polls scheduled for December 2018 would be delayed. They also 
fear that the constituent assembly would further weaken the National Assembly, Venezuela’s oppo-
sition-controlled legislative body. National Assembly leader Julio Borges called it “a scam to deceive 
the Venezuelan people with a mechanism that is nothing more than a tightening of the coup in Vene-
zuela”.


